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Reporting Progress on River Restoration. 

Definition of Enhancement

Instream habitat enhancement, channel-narrowing, removal of weirs or barriers, establishment of buffer zones through riparian fencing or tree planting, and wetland creation within 10 metres of the channel. Also appropriate agreement and implementation of ongoing planned management activity. Enhancement projects include restoration work. 

Current target 100km by 2015.

Definition of Restoration

Measure that results in a significant increase in diversity of hydromorphological features and or improved floodplain connectivity and the restoration of river function through essential physical or biological processes, including flooding, sediment transport and the facilitation of species movement.

Current target 15 km by 2015.

Evidence Base
The Rivers and Streams Habitat Action Plan Steering Group recommend that projects have pre and post project monitoring and appraisal. For the steering group to enable a project to be judged as successfully achieving its restoration or enhancement objectives, the following tools can be used to gather and present evidence.    

River Habitat Survey (undertaking pre and post project surveys is good practise).

Urban River Survey (undertaking pre and post project surveys is good practise).

Pre and post fixed point photography.

When is the scheme reported
The time of restoration/enhancement of the habitat is defined as the point at which the necessary construction works have been carried out on the ground to the extent that the habitat is likely to develop without further construction work. 

For schemes that are phased over several years, an estimate of the length gained is made for each year ensuring that there is no double counting.  

Verification
Once completed, the scheme details should be submitted to the Rivers & Streams HAP Steering Group to verify that habitat has been created and condition secured. Once the outputs have been verified then the scheme can be reported and placed on BARs.
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